
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday : The Holy Family of Jesus 
 
Contents:    The Gospel Reflection 

 

Notices  - Details of Live-Streamed Mass on page 2 for the coming week 
 

Reflections for the coming week 
 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
 
When Jesus came to them to them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the 
parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – observing what 
stands within the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord 
– and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a 
pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named 
Simeon.  He was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s comforting and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he 
came to the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what 
the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
 
 ‘Now Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; 
 Because my eyes have seen the salvation 
 Which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 
 A light to enlighten the pagans 
 And the glory of your people Israel.’ 
  
As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said 
about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “You see this child: he is 
destined for the fall and the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – 
and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of many may be 
laid bare.’ 
 
There was a prophetess also, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She 
was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years 
before becoming a widow.  She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, 
serving God night and day with fasting and prayer.  She came by just at that moment and 
began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the 
deliverance of Jerusalem. 
 
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth.  Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled 
with the wisdom, and God’s favour was with him. 
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Gospel Reflection  : They Think It's All Over - But Not Yet! 
 

One day we will finally believe that you Lord come for all people - not just those we think are nice or 

respectable, but for all people, far away, next door. down our street, across the world; for people of all 

creeds or none, of every colour and language, in every time, before our birth and since, and those to come. 

 

Every year we must learn anew that we can't keep you to ourselves. You are an infinite supply - your love, 

your promise, your life forever, enough for all. We can give your love away in abundance, and still receive 

the same. We lose nothing in sharing you.each year, beginning again this week, but never alone. Always 

with You, someone born into a troubled family, for our troubled families 

 

Notices 

 

We Remember In Our Prayers Stephen Kilduff whose Funeral was last week, and Chris Isherwood 

whose Funeral Mass is at St.Teresa's on Tuesday, 5th January. We remember them and their families, and 

all those whose anniversaries are at this time. May they be in God's peace. 

 

A Big Thank You :  Fr. Chris C, Fr. Chris W. and Deacon Bernard thank you most sincerely for all the 

cards, gifts and offerings you have so generously given them this Christmas, and for being alongside them 

this Season either in church or from home. Thank you too to Peter, our organist at St.Teresa's, whose 

playing at all five Masses there gave us the beauty and warmth of music at a time when the Covid 

regulations do not allow us to sing, and to those who prepared both our churches for Christmas through 

cleaning, and arranging the flowers, the cribs, and the trees. It is very much appreciated. 

 

But of course this year our celebration has needed special arrangement and organisation because of the 

current pandemic. All the work Bernard and Sue and all their helpers at St. Teresa's and Brian and Heather, 

and Bernadette at St. John Southworth did, meant we had well-planned arrangements and safe spaces to 

worship in. The booking system and seating arrangements at St. Teresa's meant a lot of work over three 

weeks for Bernard and Sue. We all hope that they know it paid off. in the trouble-free placement of people 

at all five Masses. Well done, and thank you. 

 

Another Big Thank You - To Giles, who set up the live-streaming of Mass from St. Teresa's, and has 

controlled it each week,including at Christmas. People who have not been able to be with us in church 

physically have kindly let us know that they really appreciate being able to be with us on-line at home. 

Thank you so much Giles for helping to support so many people in our parishes, and beyond! 

 

Details of Live-Streamed Massess from St. Teresa's 
 

This Sunday we are live-streaming Mass at 10.30 am. This is by Zoom from St. Teresa's. To attend this 

Sunday from your laptop/computer, first go to this Parish website : 

www.st-teresas-church.co.uk 
 

When the front page comes up, click on to the 'Newsletter' bar at the top. Then when you want to join the 

Mass at 10.30 am this Sunday, please click on to this following code. (You may have to wait a short while 

to be connected) : 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84778040744?pwd=NjQrSm02OFQ3SUFGcHIxNlNpMGhZQT09 
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Daily Reflections for this week 
 

Monday (William Law) 
Devotion signifies a life given or devoted to God. The devout person, therefore, is the one who lives no 
longer to their own will, but to the sole will of God, who considers God in everything, who serves God in 
everything. If self-denial be a part of salvation, all that would be saved must make it a part of their ordinary 
life. The common life of a Christian is to be a constant course of humility in all its kinds. If poverty of spirit 
is necessary, it must be the spirit and temper of every day of our lives. If we are to follow Christ, it must be 
in our common way of spending every day. 
 

Scripture (1 Cor. 9:16-17,19-23) 
Preaching the gospel gives me nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion and I should be in trouble if I 
failed to do it. If I did it on my own initiative I would deserve a reward; but if I do it under compulsion I am 
simply accepting a task entrusted to me. What reward do I have, then? That in my preaching I offer the 
gospel free of charge to avoid using the rights which the gospel allows me. So though I was not a slave to 
any human being, I put myself in slavery to all people to win as many as I could. I accommodated myself to 
people in all kinds of different situations, so that by all possible means I might bring some to salvation. 

 

Tuesday (Dorothy Day) 
It was as a child, living in crowded tenements, that I had my first glimpse of supernatural beauty, in Mrs. 
Barrett, mother of seven who lived upstairs. It was around ten o’clock in the morning that I went to call for 
Kathryn. There was no one on the porch or in the kitchen.  I ran through the bedrooms, looking for my 
friend. In the front bedroom, Mrs. Barrett was on her knees saying her prayers. She turned to me to tell me 
all the children had gone to the shops and went on with her praying. And I had a feeling of gratitude and 
happiness that still warms my heart when I remember her. She had God, and there was beauty and joy in 
her life, in her sordid little tenement flat. 
 

Scripture (Luke 2:29-32,39-40) 
Simeon said, “Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes 
have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel.”  
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. There, the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him. 

 

Wednesday (Pope Francis, Amoris Laetitia) 
Love is marked by humility; if we are to understand, forgive and serve others from the heart, our pride has 
to be healed and our humility must increase. Jesus told his disciples that in a world where power prevails, 
each tries to dominate the other, but “it shall not be so among you” (Mt 20:26). The inner logic of Christian 
love is not about importance and power; rather, “whoever would be first among you must be your slave” 
(Mt 20:27). In family life, the logic of domination and competition about who is the most intelligent or 
powerful destroys love.  
 

Scripture (Phil.2:3-9) 

Nothing is to be done out of jealousy or vanity; instead, out of humility of mind everyone should give 
preference to others, everyone pursuing not selfish interests but those of others. Make your own the mind of 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, did not count equality with God something to be grasped. But 
he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, becoming as human beings are; and being in every way like a 
human being, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross. 
 
Thursday (Jean Vanier) 
To enter into covenant is to discover that there are bonds between us and our God, that we are made to 
be his children and to live in his light. It is also to enter the heart of God and discover that we are made for 
our brothers and sisters and especially for the poorest who are without hope. Sometimes people don’t 
want to recognise ‘their people’ because that seems to bring terrible demands. It means becoming 
responsible for suffering and anguished people, responsible for recognising their cry and going beyond 
themselves for them. We have to grow in wisdom, in love and in humility to be better able to serve our 
people. 
 

Scripture (Colossians 3:12-16) 
As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom he loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, 
in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other; forgive each other. Over all these 
clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this 
that you wree called together in one body. Let the Word of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you. 
Teach each other, and advise each other in all wisdom. 
 



 
Friday (Henri Nouwen) 
The Spirit within you will bear fruit of simplicity and goodness, modesty and joy, sobriety and gentleness. 
He will give you interior freedom and bring your love to perfection. He will make you into a new person. 
God’s Spirit will bring you to simplicity in an undivided dedication to Him and to your fellow creatures. He 
gives you no programme but the chance of turning yourself towards love hour by hour. Every day look at 
the way you are living in the light of God’s Word. Let it warm you when you are cold, encourage you when 
you are disappointed. You must not be only a hearer of the Word—you must bring it to fulfilment. 
 

Scripture (Psalm 119:124-130) 
Show your faithful love to your servant, teach me your judgements. Your servant am I; give me 
understanding and I shall know your instructions. Yes, I love your commandments more than gold, purest 
gold. Yes, I rule my life by your precepts, I hate all deceptive paths. Wonderful are your instructions, so I 
observe them. As your word unfolds it gives light, and even the simple understand. 
 
 

Martin Bennett 


